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Presentation Outline

ÅStrategic Framework 

ÅMultiple intersecting barriers and 
vulnerabilities that impede social cohesion

ÅNational Education Strategies that promote 
inclusion and participation of all learners

ÅValues into action ςexample of good practice

ÅWhat constitutes and inclusive school?

ÅImplications for training of teachers and 
managers



Teaching for All
ÅThe Department of Basic Education is an 

associate partner in the European Union co-
funded Teaching for All Project, which aims to 
contribute to the mainstreaming of inclusive 
education policies and practices in the South 
African education system. Both CSTL and SIAS 
will form part of core inclusive education 
modules at UNISA and other partner 
institutions.



THE 2015 WORLD EDUCATION 
FORUM DECLARATION

'Inclusion and equity in and through education
is the cornerstone of a transformative education
agenda, and we therefore commit to
addressing all forms of exclusion and
marginalization, disparities and inequalities in
access, participation and learning outcomes.
No education target should be considered met
unless met by all.'

World Education Forum: Incheon Declaration, 
2015, article 7. 
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National and International Statutory 
Obligations

Å Bill of Rights in the SA Constitution states the immediate right to basic 
education.

Å South African Schools Act (1996) confirms right to Inclusive Education.

Å International Frameworks and Conventions (EFA, SDGs, CRPD, CRC) 
place clear obligations on states parties to ensure equitable access to 
education for all in an inclusive system.

Å However, vulnerable children still face a range of complex and 
intersecting barriers to education.

Å Barriers impact their ability to accessschool, to completeschooling 
and to achieve to their full academic potential.

Å Learners who are at risk of compounded marginalisation are those 
from poor families, live in rural and disadvantaged settings, are 
orphans, disabled, girls with family responsibilities, etc.



άExclusion from education reflects a complex, 
progressive and sustained social process of 
ΨōŜƛƴƎ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜŘΩΦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
education, are often also excluded from 
development benefits in ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭέ 

(Dakar Thematic Study on Exclusion, 2000).



άOf all learners who start school,
approximately60% will reachmatric, 37% will
pass matric, 4,5% will attain some or other
university qualification and 3% will attain a
degree.ά

Thereare severalinterventionsthat one could
consider to addressinequality in society, but
the real change must take place in the
educationsector.

(RESEP Study, Servaas vd Berg, 2016)



International Best Practice

ÅThe analysis of the 2015 PISA results in Literacy, 
Maths and Science have shown the following 
trends in systems that manage to achieve equity 
and excellence (Andreas Schleicher): 
ïGrowth mindsetand high expectations

ï9ƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΩ ǎƻŎƛƻ-economic status has little to do 
with learning outcomes

ïCapacity at the point of delivery

ïAssuming a strong knowledge base in all teachers ςdeep 
understanding of discipline

ïTeacher professional autonomy

ïCulture of collaboration



The Comprehensive DBE Response to 
Combat Exclusion

ÅCare and Support in Teaching and Learning

ÅPromoting Social Cohesion

ÅEducation White Paper 6

ÅPolicy on Screening, Identification, Assessment 
and Support

ÅGuidelines for Full-Service/Inclusive Schools

ÅGuidelines for Responding to Diversity in the 
Classroom

ÅIntroducing technical vocational pathways



CARE AND SUPPORT TEACHING AND 
LEARNING (CSTL)

ÅCSTL Framework is used by DBE to step up 
efforts to address barriers to education, 
increase participation and combat exclusion.

ÅAdopted in 2008 by Ministers of Education in 
the SADC region.



What is CSTL?

ÅComprehensive, coordinated, multi-sectoral response to
addressthe barriersto teachingandlearningfor learners

ÅPromotesmainstreamingof careand support into policies,
structures,processesandprogrammeswithin education

ÅNot a new policy and does not replace the numerous
initiativesto supportvulnerablechildren

ÅProvidesan overarchingframework within which various
activitieswill find anencouraginghome

Goal
- To realise the educational rights of all children, schools

should become inclusive centres of learning, care and
support



Ten Priority areas for care and support



Ecological Systems Approach

ÅHighlights the need for effective intervention at
intrapersonal, interpersonal, community, institutional
and societal levelsas a approachto addressmultiple
manifestationsof vulnerability.
ÅEducation White Paper 6 articulates a systems

approachto educationreform.
ÅEWP6 recognisesthat barriers that impact negatively

onƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΩright to accesseducationcould be within
the classroom,school,educationsystemandwithin the
broadersocial,economicandpoliticalcontext.

ÅIt puts forward the role of the school in identifying
and addressingthe rangeof barriers that impede the
full participationof learners.





Vision and Purpose of the SIAS Policy

ÅStandardisationof procedures to ensure access to quality 
inclusive education and support 

ÅTo manage and support differentiated teaching and learning 
processes

ÅAlign Health and Social Welfare Systems to establish a seamless 
system of early identification and effective intervention

ÅGuide planning and budgeting for inclusive education

ÅMinimisereferrals for special school placement

ÅGuide establishment of support structures at District and 
School levels

ÅNew service delivery models for support services



Full-Service Schools



Key Features of Full-Service Schools

ÅWelcome all learners and celebrate diversity
ÅFlagship schools that demonstrate best practice in inclusive 

education
ÅAccessible curriculum 
ÅSupport to all learners in creative ways
ÅThey promote team work amongst teachers and between 

teachers and parents
ÅRelationship with other schools and with all members of the 

community
ÅAdvocates for all learners who are at risk 
ÅPhysical accessibility and safe environments
ÅThey demonstrate how all children of school-going age can 

attend their local school and achieve their full potential.



Vision into Action

Å! {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ WƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ 
centre of care and support

ÅMathomomayoSecondary School, 
Lebowakgomo, Limpopo



Enabling physical environment



Management and Governance



Team Work



Ongoing Staff Development 



Involvement of Government Departments


